
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
March 2, 2016 

6:30 P.M. 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Allen led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed 
by roll call. 
 
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT     ABSENT  
Norma Trueblood 
Jack Tompkins    
Letha Jackson 
Jason Allen 
     
Also present: Mayor David A. Patriarca, Business Administrator Dennis Gonzalez, 
Solicitor Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Allen called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
g. Discussion and possible appointment of Council Member to fill a vacancy on the 
 Pemberton Township Council. 
 
Council President Allen advised that Council would deviate from the Agenda and would be 
moving the discussion and possible appointment of a Council Member to fill a vacancy on 
the Pemberton Township Council, to this portion of the meeting. Advised that the 
Township Clerk had received one letter of interest from former Council Member, Kenneth 
Cartier.  
 
Motion by Jackson and Trueblood to appoint Kenneth Cartier to the unexpired vacant 
Council seat. Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, no vote; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Councilman Cartier was sworn in by the Township Clerk. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
  61-2016  Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session 
   Litigation - David H. Jantas v. Pemberton Township 
     
 Motion by Trueblood and Tompkins to approve Resolution 61-2016. Trueblood, yes; 
 Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Cartier, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Council recessed the open meeting and went into Closed Session at approximately 6:36 
p.m. and returned from Closed Session at approximately 7:00 p.m. 
 
Council President Allen advised that there would be no formal action pursuant to Closed 
Session.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Council President Allen opened the meeting up to general public comments.  
 
Norma Watters, Pemberton Heights - 1. Stated she is distressed about what she is seeing 
on the Agenda. 2. Commented on Ms. Phillips drainage problems not being addressed. 3. 
Commented on the reviewing the budget and it appears the Streets & Roads projects are 
being under funded. 4. Commented on the Police Department and no provisions being put 
in to hire new officers. 5. Commented on the threatened litigation by Chief Jantas. 6. 
Commented on the resolution for the PBA and the Township Councils legal position and 
feels this is a slap to the community in regard to transparency, by being added to the 
consent agenda and feels it should be looked in to. Stated that, to her knowledge, it has not 
been disclosed to the public, the results of the Township's investigation into the Police 
Department. Stated she thinks this body owes the citizenry and the Police Department to 
remain involved in it's oversight duties. 7. Commented on the By-laws. 8. Commented on 
being proud of the Council for upholding Officer Sawyers grievance and now fears the 



Council will hand that function away. Noted that she feels Council needs to take a stance 
regarding the promises that have been made to the people, employees and police 
department be protected and that the citizens be kept informed as to what is going on.  
 
Liliana, 8 years old, Presidential Lakes - 1. Asked Council to think about making changes 
to the ordinance regarding back yard chickens and gave positive reasons for having chickens 
in the back yard. Asked Council to consider some changes with some of the following: limit 
the number of hens to a maximum of 6, no roosters allowed, chickens to be kept in a 
penned area to ensure they are not a nuisance, all coops must be at least 5 feet away from 
neighboring property lines, and all coops and areas must be well maintained at all time. 
Noted that any violations would result in fines. Thanked Council for giving her the chance 
to speak and for their consideration.  
 
Councilman Tompkins asked why no roosters. Liliana advised they are mean, annoying 
and wake up to early.  
 
America Phillips, Presidential Lakes - 1. Asked what is wrong with this Administration 
and stated we are going backward instead of forward. Stated that former meetings were 
crowded and everyone in town came. Commented that the meetings are not professional 
and her hopes that in the future, Council will allow more than 3-4 minutes and give the 
people a chance to talk. Commented on promises going out the window. 2. Commented on 
the Police Department and the changing of their schedules causing overtime. 3. Asked what 
is going on with the Presidential Lakes Firehouse. Mr. Gonzalez advised that they would 
provide Council an update between now and the next meeting. Councilman Tompkins 
asked if they could receive a response by the end of the day Friday. Mr. Gonzalez advised 
they would do their best. 4. Commented on the intersection of Routes 530 and 70 and when 
a light will be put there to prevent future deaths. It was noted that Route 70 is a State Road 
and Route 530 is a County Road. Councilman Tompkins stated he thinks that intersection 
needs to be redesigned. Noted that he had noticed something hazardous in the road and 
advised Mr. Gonzalez of it and it was dealt with today, but states he know certain things 
take time. Ms. Phillips commented on Four Mile Road and an accident that occurred and 
her contacting JCP&L for a hanging pole. Commented on accidents in the township.  
 
Andy Mull, Andy's Pro Auto Repair - 1. Council President Allen advised that he and Mr. 
Mull had discussed that the Solicitor had not had time to review the ordinance and he 
would be asking Council to give more time to the Solicitor to be prepared to answer any 
questions they may have. Mr. Mull stated that the contracts are due tomorrow and if he 
signs a contract now the ordinance would not be changed for another 3 years. Mr. Bayer 
advised that even if the ordinance was introduced tonight with changes it would not be 
valid until 20 days after the next meeting when it would be advertised. A discussion ensued 
on changes to the ordinance and when they would take affect. Mr. Gonzalez advised that 
tomorrow was not a day for signing contracts but rather responses are due, to advertising 
through the new contract. Noted that if Council changed the ordinance prospectively with 
regard to the rates, ultimately the contract would say the rates are whatever the Township 
Council puts in the ordinance so there is no issue. Stated he would expect that all interested 
towers would submit their application and that it is not a contract. Mr. Mull requested that 
the changes be made to the ordinance before the contracts are signed. Mr. Bayer advised it 
is not appropriate for this to be negotiated in public or for Council to respond. Councilman 
Tompkins asked how many times we go out to bid while changes are being made to the 
ordinance. Mr. Bayer advised that Mr. Mull is doing more of a negotiation of will you do 
this, but could say "I would like this to be done", but not request a commitment from 
council while a proposal is outstanding. Council President Allen noted that Mr. Gonzalez 
had advised that if Council made any changes they would be included in the contract.  
 
Council President Allen seeing no other residents wishing to be heard closed the meeting to 
the public.  
 
Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine 
by the Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council 
Member wish to discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be 
removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the 
regular agenda. 
 
Councilwoman Jackson asked to pull the Social Affair Permit under New Business. 
Councilman Tompkins pulled Reports a. and b., Resolutions 63-2016 and 64-2016 
and Bill List page 1 item 5-01-26-290-00-290 and page 5, Buildings & Grounds 6-01-
026-310-000-202. Councilwoman Trueblood added Resolution 65-2016 and read the 



title. Councilman Cartier pulled item the meeting minutes as he needs to abstain as 
well as anything on the bill list related to the fire department. Councilman Tompkins 
pulled Resolution 65-2016.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
MINUTES FILED BY CLERK 
Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 
 
REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FILED WITH THE CLERK 
 
 a.         Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 
 b.         Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 
  c.         Fire Department Report, January 2016 
  d.         JIF Quarterly EPL/POL Loss Ratio Snapshot 
  e.         JIF Quarterly JIF Loss Ratio Snapshot 
  f.          JIF Quarterly MEL Loss Ratio Snapshot 
  g.         Engineer’s Report 
 
CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  
 62-2016 Authorizes Interlocal services agreement between St. Ann’s Church, Burlington 

County, and Pemberton Township for their use of adjacent land for annual carnival 
and execution of agreement for same.  

 
 63-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 
 
 64-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 
 
 65-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

*a.  Purchases over $2,000 
 1.  Public Works – Purchase of emergency repair services for Well #11 from A.C. Schultes   
                    in the total amount of $5,248.00. 

  2. Community Development – Purchase of annual maintenance for Government Software  
       Solutions software from Mitchell Humphrey and Co. in the total amount of $2,270.00. 

 
*b. Approval by Council of PTMUA’s Professionals contracts (as to fees only) for 2016.   
 
*c. Special Use Permit  
 1.  Pemberton Lions Club, for Flea Market to be held at 350 Lakehurst Road, Browns 

         Mills on April 9, 2016 from 7:00 – 1:00 pm. 
 

 *d.         Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 
 

* BILL LIST 
   Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 2/26/2015. 
 

Motion by Trueblood and Tompkins to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended.  Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Cartier, yes; Allen, 
yes. Motion carried. 
 

MINUTES FILED BY THE CLERK 
Regular Meeting, February 17, 2016. Pulled from the consent agenda.  
 
Motion by Trueblood and Tompkins to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from 
February 17, 2016. Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, yes; Cartier, abstain; Jackson, yes; Allen, 
yes. Motion carried.  

 
REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FILED WITH THE CLERK 
a.         2015 Pot Hole Killer Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 
 
Councilman Tompkins noted he had reviewed it and on the surface it seems to be a 
good program. Stated it could be a blueprint for repairing our roads in the future. 
Commented on the many repairs done on Birmingham and Evergreen. Stated it 
seems to be putting band aids on. Council President Allen stated that they were 
preserving the roads until they could be repaved. Councilman Tompkins stated if it 
was 4 or 5 repairs he could understand but 91 repairs. A discussion ensued on the 
amount of roads there are in the Township. Mayor Patriarca advised that Evergreen 
is not one of the worst roads in the Township and they are working to repave roads 
that are in greater need. Noted we have a very extensive road program and paved 
close to 5 miles in the Township which is monumental in a municipality. 



Councilman Tompkins commented on borrowing $1 million dollars and budgeting it 
instead of borrowing it. Councilwoman Trueblood commented that the work 
submitted by Public Works was very thorough and gave them kudos for doing such a 
good job.  
 
 Motion by Tompkins and Trueblood to approve the 2015 Pot Hole Killer 
 report. Tompkins, yes; Trueblood, yes; Cartier, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. 
 Motion carried.  
  
b.         Police Overtime and Other Compensation Report, January 2016 Pulled from the Consent 
 Agenda. 
 
Councilman Tompkins stated that he is displeased with this report being on the 
agenda for every meeting and questioned the reasoning behind the overtime due to 
contractual leave. Mr. Gonzalez explained that this is due to contractual leave such 
as sick, vacation and bereavement.  
 
 Motion by Tompkins and Cartier to approve Police Overtime and Other 
 Compensation report from January 2016. Tompkins, yes; Cartier, yes; 

Trueblood, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 
63-2016 Authorizes CY2016 Emergency Temporary Appropriations Pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 during the CY2016 Budget Adoption Process Pulled 
from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilman Tompkins stated that Resolution 1-2016 was approved for the State 
mandated 26.25% to maintain our operations and now there is another request for $5 
million dollars more. Council President Allen advised that Resolution 1-2016 was to 
get us through the first 3 months and this budget will allow us to get through April 
and May. Councilman Tompkins advised the budget is supposed to be adopted by 
the end of April. It was noted the actual date is May 6th. Council President Allen 
advised that these figures come from the CFO. Mr. Gonzalez advised this money is 
part of the budget and not additional expenditures and explained the process. 
Councilman Cartier asked about the total proposed amount of the budget and if it 
was anticipated that the budget would be cut by approximately $13 million dollars. A 
discussion ensued on the amount of the budget.  
 
Motion by Cartier and Trueblood to approve Resolution 63-2016. Cartier, yes; 
Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, no; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
64-2016 Supports the Township’s legal position in the matter entitled 

“Township of Pemberton v. Pemberton Township Policemen’s 
Benevolent Association, Local 260, Docket No. BUR-L-2161-15. Pulled 
from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilman Tompkins noted the second Whereas, and commented on looking up 
the Faulkner Act and the ability of Council to have an investigatory committee. 
Commented on Council giving away their authority to the Police Director. Council 
President Allen commented on the court date set for this. Councilman Cartier asked 
if Councilman Tompkins had a position on this. Councilman Tompkins stated he felt 
they should be part of the grievance process. Mr. Bayer advised that the question is 
purely a legal question and it is whether Council has the power to be a part of the 
grievance process as under the Faulkner Act the Mayor clearly is in charge of all 
employment matters. Noted that this resolution suggests that Council will abide by 
the courts decision or that you are not taking a position and agree with 
Administration. Noted this issue is not that Council is giving anything away, that the 
issue is being litigated and the PBA is arguing that Council has that power as a 
matter of law. Councilman Cartier stated that the resolution does state that Council 
has no separate position from the Township. Mr. Gonzalez noted that the other part 
of this, that is currently before the court, and was supposed to be decided a few weeks 
ago, is that the PBA filed a motion to ask the court to add the Council as a separate 
party to the lawsuit which would require Council to hire their own attorney to argue 
that they want to be a part of the grievance process and do not agree with Mayors 
position. Stated that ultimately they are just asking the judge to decide based on the 
law. Councilman Cartier asked if the first, Now Therefore, could be reworded. Mr. 
Bayer noted potential other language could be, "The Council hereby resolves it does 
not want to participate in the ongoing litigation and it will abide by the decision of 



the court."  
 
 Motion by Cartier and Jackson to amend Resolution 64-2016 at the first, Now 
 Therefore with The Council hereby resolves it does not want to participate in 
 the ongoing litigation and it will abide by the decision of the court. Cartier, 
 yes; Jackson, yes; Tompkins, no; Trueblood, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
 Motion by Cartier and Jackson to approve Resolution 64-2016 as amended. 
 Cartier, yes; Jackson, yes; Tompkins, no; Trueblood, yes; Allen, yes. Motion 
 carried.  
 
65-2016 Authorizes the award of a contract for street sweeping to C&L 

Sweeping Service Corp. in an amount not to exceed $15,390.00. Pulled 
from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilman Tompkins asked if the Township had it's own street sweeper. Mayor 
Patriarca noted they have one but it is in extremely poor condition. Councilman 
Tompkins asked for the cost of a new sweeper. Mayor Patriarca noted it would be a 
couple hundred thousand dollars. Councilman Tompkins asked if we are looking into 
purchasing one. Mayor Patriarca noted if we could get it at this rate if we could meet 
our obligations to sweep under certain conditions and so many times per year. 
Councilman Tompkins noted we have a lot of streets here in town. Mayor Patriarca 
noted we are not obligated to sweep all streets only the ones with curbs. Councilman 
Tompkins questioned if 18 days would be enough. Administration noted that Public 
Works Supervisor determined what would be needed. Councilman Cartier asked 
what was considered a day. It was noted it would be 8 hours and the spoils would be 
our responsibility to dispose of.  
 
 Motion by Trueblood and Tompkins to approve Resolution 65-2016. 
 Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Cartier, yes; Allen, yes. Motion 
 carried.  
 
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR  
 FINAL ADOPTION  
 
ORDINANCE 20-2015 (Public Hearing held at January 20, 2016 Meeting) 
AN ORDINANCE IN THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO REFLECT VARIOUS ZONING MAP ADJUSTMENTS 
TO IMPLEMENT THE MASTER PLAN REEXAMINATION REPORT ADOPTED 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2014. 
 
  Motion by Tompkins and Jackson to adopt Ordinance 20-2015. Tompkins, 
  yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes; Cartier, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Councilman Cartier noted he did listen to the Public Comments on all of the 
ordinances being read today.  
 
 ORDINANCE 1-2016 (Public Hearing held at January 20, 2016 Meeting) 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 25 OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON WITH RESPECT TO VOLUNTEER MEMBERSHIP 
CRITERIA OF THE PEMBERTON VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY. 
 
 Motion by Trueblood and Jackson to adopt Ordinance 1-2016. Trueblood, yes; 
 Jackson, yes; Tompkins, yes; Cartier, abstain; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCE 3-2016 (Note: Newspaper did not publish Notice for Public Hearing in statutory time frame, 
Public Hearing will be held at March 16, 2016 meeting.)  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON ESTABLISHING THE 
RESIDENCY HIRING CRITERIA AND PREFERENCE FOR THE SELECTION OF 
POLICE OFFICERS FOR EMPLOYEMENT WITH THE TOWNSHIP OF 
PEMBERTON. Pulled from the Agenda to be added to the March 16, 2016 Meeting.  
 
ORDINANCE 4-2016  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON ACCEPTING THE 
DEDICATION OF ROADWAYS WITHIN THE PRESERVES AT RANCOCAS 
CREEK DEVELOPMENT.  
 
Council President Allen opened this portion of the meeting for Public Comments. Seeing 



no one wishing to be heard, Council President Allen closed this portion of the meeting. 
 
Councilman Cartier asked if everything was complete. It was noted that it was and that this 
was recommended by the Engineer.  
 
 Motion by Trueblood and Tompkins to adopt Ordinance 4-2016. Trueblood, yes; 
 Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Cartier, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 
 
ORDINANCE 5-2016  
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES 
AND ELECTED OFFICIALS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON. 
 
Councilman Tompkins noted he still does not like the minimum salaries going up. 
Councilman Cartier asked if he had recommendations as to what they should be. 
Councilman Tompkins stated he does not want to change them. Council President Allen 
noted that under the previous ordinance the minimum salary for the Business 
Administrator was $50,000 and is now $85,000. Noted another example was the Police 
Chief which was $50,000 and is now $85,000. Councilman Cartier asked what the salary 
was for an officer that has been on the police force for 5 years. Mr. Gonzalez replied 
somewhere between $75,000 and $85,000. Councilman Cartier asked what the objective 
was for increasing the minimum and if the maximums went up as well. Mr. Gonzalez 
advised that some of the maximum's went up to create room for a 2% increase and the 
minimum's were his suggestion because the minimum's have not been changed in a 
decade or more and made no sense and was intended to make them more realistic. Noted 
that there is no one at the minimum so if Council chose not to change the minimum's it 
does not make a difference.  
 
 Motion by Trueblood and Jackson to Introduce Ordinance 5-2016 with a Public 
 Hearing on March 16, 2016. Trueblood, yes; Jackson, yes; Tompkins, no; Cartier, 
 yes with the option of changing them; Allen, yes with the option of changing them. 
 Motion carried.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
*d. Social Affair Permit (Pulled from the Consent Agenda) 
 1.  Pemberton Township High School Hall of Fame, for a Scholarship Dinner to 
       be held at St. Ann’s Church, Browns Mills on June 1, 2016 from 6:00 PM - 
      10:00 PM. 
 
 Motion by Tompkins and Jackson to approve Social Affair Permit for Pemberton 
 Township Hall of Fame. Tompkins, yea; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes; Cartier, 
 yes; Allen, abstain. Motion carried.  
 
e. Discussion to set dates for 2016 Budget Meetings. 
 
Council President Allen noted that if the budget is introduced tonight the Public Hearing 
could be April 6th.  
 
 Motion by Jackson and Trueblood to add Resolution 66-2016 for the Introduction 
 of the 2016 Budget to the agenda. Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes; Cartier, yes; 
 Tompkins, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
 Motion by Jackson and Trueblood to adopt Resolution 66-2016 for the 
 Introduction of the 2016 Budget. Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes; Cartier, yes; 
 Tompkins, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
A discussion ensued on when the workshops should be scheduled. Councilman Tompkins 
suggested March 12th as a hearing date for the Introduction of the budget. Councilwoman 
Trueblood is not available that day. Council President Allen suggested March 19th at 9:00 
a.m. as the date for the Budget Workshop. All of Council was in agreement with March 
19th and March 23rd at 6:00 p.m. as a secondary date if needed.  
 
f. Discussion and possible appointment to Pemberton Township Municipal Utilities 
 Authority to fill vacancy of Alternate #2 position.  
 
Council President Allen noted that Dr. Cathers, Sherry Scull and Eric Webber submitted 



letters expressing interest in the position. Councilwoman Jackson advised she would be 
voting for Dr. Cathers. Councilman Cartier advised he would also be voting for Dr. 
Cathers. Councilman Tompkins stated he would be voting for Sherry Scull. 
Councilwoman Trueblood advised her vote was also for Dr. Cathers. Council President 
Allen stated he had spoken to Ms. Scull about this a few months ago and informed her he 
had no problem with her being on the MUA and his vote was going to go to her however 
he does believe that Dr. Cathers is more than qualified to be on the MUA. Noted he does 
not know much about Mr. Webber but thanks him for expressing interest and hopes he 
will continue to look at the website for opportunities to participate. Councilman 
Tompkins stated he agrees wholeheartedly with Council President Allen and that just 
because his vote was for Ms. Scull by no means does he have any reservations about Dr. 
Cathers.  
 
 Motion by Jackson and Cartier to add Resolution 67-2016 to appoint Dr. Thomas 
 Cathers to the Municipal Utilities Authority. Jackson, yes; Cartier, yes; Trueblood, 
 yes; Tompkins, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
 Motion by Jackson and Cartier to adopt Resolution 67-2016. Jackson, yes; Cartier, 
 yes; Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
h. Discussion of possible amendments to Towing Ordinance.  
 
Council President Allen noted he thinks they should give Mr. Bayer more time to review 
the towing ordinance. Mr. Bayer advised he would have something for the next meeting. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  
a.  Review, discussion and possible adoption of Council By-Laws. 
 
Council President Allen went over the discussion and the changes that were made. 
Councilman Cartier noted a clause relinquishing the Council Presidents right to move or 
motion any item on the agenda and advised he would like this removed from the by-laws 
page 5, section 10a.  Councilman Cartier noted he would motion to remove article 4 
section 10a. Councilman Tompkins stated he is still unhappy with the 3 minute time limit 
and the limit of 1 public comments section. Councilwoman Jackson noted that the 3 
minute time limit was agreed upon by all Council members and is still in agreement with 
the 3 minute time limit. Council President Allen advised that he had done research and 
contacted multiple municipalities and the time limit is something done by many as well as 
the one public comments section. Councilman Cartier asked what the time limit ranges 
were from other towns. Council President Allen advised they varied from 3 to 5 minutes. 
Councilman Cartier stated that he has never been in favor of a time limit. Stated he has 
seen a need for it at times and thinks the problem with 3 minutes is that some people get 
nervous and stammer and can take longer. Councilwoman Jackson stated that when this 
was originally discussed they did agree to change the limit based on the need of the 
speaker. Council President Allen noted the provision showing that "the Council President 
has the discretion to waive the 3 minute rule on a case by case basis if the circumstances 
so warrant it". A discussion ensued on the 3 minute time limit. Councilwoman Jackson 
stated that there are people that come to the podium and ramble on not making a point or 
repeat themselves on what has already been said. Councilman Tompkins noted that if one 
person says something it makes a point but if 5 people say the same thing it makes a 
stronger point. Council President Allen commented that this is not meant to restrict the 
public from making their points but rather to make for a more efficient meeting. Noted 
that there were meetings last year that should have been 30-45 minutes long but were 
hours long because of people speaking for 20 minutes at a time. Councilwoman Jackson 
commented on the possibility of compromising the time limit to 3 to 5 minutes, but that 
anything more than that in her opinion is someone being redundant. Councilwoman 
Trueblood noted that the by-laws say the Council President has the discretion. Mr. Bayer 
advised he can change the time limit to whatever Council would like and add a Whereas 
to remove Article 4, section 10a. Council came to a consensus to change the time limit to 
5 minutes.  
 
 Motion by Cartier and Trueblood to add Resolution 68-2016. Cartier, yes; 
 Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, no; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
 Motion by Trueblood and Jackson to adopt Resolution 68-2016. Trueblood, yes; 
 Jackson, yes; Tompkins, no; Cartier, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 



BILL LIST 
Bill List page 1 item 5-01-26-290-00-290. Pulled from the Bill List. 
 
Councilman Tompkins questioned if we are paying to buy compost. Mr. Gonzalez 
noted we are paying to dispose of it.  
 
 Motion by Tompkins and Jackson to approve item 5-01-26-290-00-290. 
 Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes; Cartier, yes; Allen, yes. 
 Motion carried.  
 
Bill List page 5, Buildings & Grounds 6-01-026-310-000-202. Pulled from the Bill List. 
 
Councilman Tompkins asked about installing fire and burglar alarms into the train station 
building that will be transferred to the County soon. Mayor Patriarca advised that the 
County is taking their time dragging their feet. Stated he believes this is not for a complete 
installation and will look into it. Noted the building has been alarmed since they redid it 
as do all Township buildings. Councilman Tompkins questioned if the property is 
transferred will we stop payment for monitoring. Mayor Patriarca advised that to be 
correct.  
 
 Motion by Tompkins and Jackson to approve item 6-01-026-310-000-202. 
 Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes; Cartier, yes; Allen, yes. Motion 
 carried.  
 
Bill List page 4 item 601-25-265-000-260, Fire Department.  
 
 Motion by Trueblood and Tompkins to approve item 601-25-265-000-260. 
 Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Cartier, abstain; Allen, yes. Motion 
 carried.  

 SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported:  No report.  
 
MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 
 
Mayor Patriarca reported: Mayor Patriarca noted he attended the Deborah Heart 
Challenge at the High School and it was another outstanding presentation by the students 
and all involved. Noted it does not get the attention it should and all should go and see this 
awesome event. Noted the art competition is incorporated and Pemberton Township got 
"Best in Show". Noted we are gearing up for another paving season and doing some 
drainage work. They will start paving once the weather breaks. Councilman Tompkins 
asked about the municipal building parking lot and open field where we have events and the 
handicapped parking issues. Asked if a concrete ramp could be looked into to make it easier 
for folks to get into the field. Mayor Patriarca noted that it is possible we can have Public 
Works make a temporary ramp to gain access if negotiations go beyond this year’s events 
but after the transfer they could do something more permanent.  
 
COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
Councilman Trueblood - Stated it was good to see everyone out and to see a lot of progress. 
Glad to see Councilwoman Jackson back as well as to have Councilman Cartier back on 
board. Thanked Dr. Cathers for stepping up to the appointment to the MUA.  
 
Councilwoman Tompkins - Stated he attended the Veteran's Committee meeting and they 
are gearing up for the Memorial Day Parade on May 30th. Noted he had stopped by the 
Country Lakes Firehouse where the PBA did "Coffee with a Cop" which seemed to be a 
beneficial event. Thanked everyone for coming out and for their comments.  
 
Councilwoman Jackson - Addresses Ms. Watters and Ms. Phillips and stated that it is sad 
that they feel the way they do about the Township and hopes that perception can begin to be 
changed. Wanted to make them aware that they are listening to them and it doesn't make 
Council happy when they cannot provide answers to them or have better updates for them. 
Stated Council appreciates them as well as all of the residents who come out. Commented 
to Liliana that she did an awesome job and ensured that Council will be looking into this 
ordinance and thanked her for being a brave little girl. Noted that Council was invited to the 
Volunteer Fireman's dinner and was a really good time. Thanked them for the Fire Report. 



Advised she had also attended the Heart Challenge and it was good. Commented on the 
roadway and drainage program and read from a report naming those areas that will be fixed 
and when they will be fixed. Noted that the sinkhole project at Scammell Drive has been 
closed out. Councilman Cartier noted that there is still an issue there. Hopes that this gives 
Ms. Phillips some answers. Noted that they are never going to make all of the right 
decisions or make everyone happy at the same time but they are trying. Thanked everyone 
for their prayers and thanked the public for their patience and understanding. Congratulated 
Dr. Cathers on his appointment.  
 
Councilman Cartier - Welcomed Councilwoman Jackson back and thanked Council for 
the opportunity to serve again. Stated he appreciates their vote of confidence although it is 
under sad circumstances that he is here. Stated Councilwoman Stinney will be greatly 
missed. Thanked everyone for coming out and to have a safe trip home.  
 
Council President Allen - Stated it was good to have Councilman Cartier back as well as 
Councilwoman Jackson. Stated that the Soroptimist International at Rancocas Valley will 
be having their annual spring brunch fund raiser at the BMIA building from 10:00 a.m. until 
2:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 3rd, 2016. Thanked all for coming out and looks forward to 
seeing them at the next meeting.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:07 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
Amy P. Cosnoski 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


